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To the Redeemed of Redeemer,
Never give up!
This is the essence of faith.
After all, Christ’s resurrection insists that nothing can overcome 

the divine love of God. Yet amid hardships, challenges and foes 
this message often gets lost. Thankfully, God mobilizes the Church 
to deploy the Gospel like a life-saving buoy for others as we live-
out our calling. 

The month of May continues with the Easter cycle and culminates with the festival 
of Pentecost. If you are not aware or if you have forgotten, the season of Easter lasts 
for seven weeks or 50 days. This is because Jesus remained earthbound for 50 days 
after his resurrection up until the day of Pentecost which was a harvest celebration. 
Jesus ascended and the Holy Spirit descended. God then repurposed Pentecost to 
send his disciples out with burning passion to reap the harvest of new converts in 
light of everything that happened. 

We revisit these holy events year after year so that we, ourselves, never forget what 
God has done for us. Indeed, we immerse ourselves in the Easter and Pentecost sto-
ries so that we can reclaim our identity and mission as the Church. We reorient our-
selves through worship, Bible study and prayer. We then joyfully forge ahead with 
confidence that Christ is alive and that nothing will cancel what he has set in motion.

This May is more than a jubilee of flowers and beach weather. It is nothing less 
than the holy observance that evil does not win the day and that the Church is privi-
leged to share the message. It is pure victory celebration resulting in life-giving action. 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, embody Christ with passion as we celebrate our col-
laboration with the fiery Holy Spirit to give love to this weary world.

In Christ,
Pastor Jeff

Welcome our new members:
Louise Foltz (Associate member)

Cynthia Grizzle
and Jean Hudson
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GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD — Acts 2:1-8

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-
peared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Je-
rusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 
hear, each of us, in our own native language?

17 Michael & Jessica Martin
22 Brian & Elizabeth Biggerstaff

28 Chuck & Lynn Lifford
31 Ed & Annette Cross

3 Sylvia Moore
9 Jeff Lindsay

11 Emily Rhyne
11 Sadie Ruth Rhyne

12 Brent Messer
13 Gail Broussard
15 Tainy Cheney
17 James Barber

18 Montgomery Jones
22 David Stewart
24 Anita Painter
26 Russell Carey

26 Kay Rhyne
27 Faith Waelz

30 Mike Woody
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April Showers Bring May Flowers or so the saying goes. But where are those show-
ers? Hopefully we will see some of those in the next few days. There have been 
“prayers for rain” on the internet for a few weeks now and we are hopeful God 
hears our prayers as we suffer from the current drought.

WELCA enjoyed a program on Brave Women of the Bible presented by Carolyn Mc-
Ginnis at our April meeting. Corky Wells will follow up with a program on additional 
brave women as she presents the June program. The May gathering is Girls Night 
Out at Amberjack’s, 6:15 PM on May 12th. We will meet at the church at 6:00 PM to 
carpool. We had four of our ladies represent Redeemer at the annual Spring Gather-
ing held at St. Paul’s Lutheran church in Hardin. Our program was focused on Justice 
as we were educated on the problems of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Wom-
en and Children in our country and around the world. On a personal note, think of 
what YOU can do to support this cause. This program is supported by the NC WOM-
EN OF THE ELCA.

We will be collecting sanitary napkins for the Gaston County Middle School Girls 
through mid-May and would appreciate congregational support if able. We appreci-
ate the $125 donation by Marge Hughey Hudson and the $100 donation by Faithful 
Servants Sunday School class to help with this project.

All women are invited to attend and participate in our monthly events. 

God’s Blessings and Peace.
Marguerite Taylor, WELCA President

(above, l-r) Ruth Vickery, Marguerite Taylor, Peggy Long, and Carolyn McGin-
nis at the WELCA Southwestern District Spring Gathering at St. Paul’s Luther-
an Church on April 18th in Dallas, NC; (left) Carolyn and Corky Wells 
with their Brave and Beloved books
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Redeemer Seamers …
The Seamers are seaming along! Left is a photo of our 

latest pattern. It’s called Beach Towels! So far this year 
we have given out 59 quilts and 18 dog beds. The Lord 
continues to answer all our needs.

If we need fabric, we will receive an unexpected dona-
tion. We pray that we will continue to grow in this min-
istry. Please join us Saturday, May 9, or Saturday, May 
23 at 10 a.m.

We want to thank everyone who gave to our Pack-A-
Sack program. Redeemer continues to collect food for  
Crisis Assistance Ministry [C.A.M.]. In addition to the 
usual canned goods like green beans, C.A.M. needs: 
jelly, powdered milk, crackers, Spaghetti-Os, canned 

ravioli, pancake mix, syrup, and more.
Please help spread the word! If you 

prefer to deliver goods directly to 
C.A.M., the address is: 805 W. Airline Ave, Gastonia, NC, 
28052. [Scan the QR code with your mobile phone cam-
era to visit the C.A.M. site or speak with Pastor Jeff to learn 
more about ways to help.]

CRISIS ASSISTANCE MINISTRY

THANKS for GIVING!



field trip

Sunday, May 17 at 2:00 p.m.
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The Faithful Servants Bible Study group meets 
each Sunday and invites you to join them in the 
fellowship hall at 8:45 a.m. and the study be-
gins at 9 a.m. The group is now studying strong 
women in the Bible. 

The Lutheran Men in Mission will be having 
their monthly breakfast on Sunday, May 17 at 
7:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. For more in-
formation, contact Steve Keeble at keeblecon-
strux@gmail.com.

The BackPack Weekend Food 
Program is underway for 2026. 
The weekly gathered bags will 
be organized and delivered 
monthly. Contact Lydia Woody 
at wildchildd47@yahoo.com 
for more information.

Scan the QR code with your phone to 
sign up. Saturday, May 9 at 7:00 p.m.

Scan the QR code 
below with your 
phone’s camera.

mailto:wildchildd47%40yahoo.com?subject=
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All are welcome to attend the upcoming Synod Gathering May 28-30. Go to the Synod website 
nclutheran.org for more info and to register, or scan the QR code with your phone’s camera. 
Rev it Up will be playing at the block party on Thursday, May 28, and Pastor Jeff will be present-
ing a workshop called Mindful Leadership on Friday, May 29 of the Gathering.

Last day to register is May 5

Redeemer’s Columbarium area is a beautiful feature thanks to those who oversee 
its care. We are so thankful to Jim & Joanna Pressley, and Sidney Craig for their en-
during and loving attention to this special area of the church. It is your dedication 
that makes the difference. We are truly grateful.

Redeemer’s Columbarium



8 Redeemer review

The Chancel Choir meets each Wednesday at 7 p.m. If you’d like to join, 
contact Director of Music Ministries Darlene Cluff at decluff@gmail.com.

THE REDEEMER RINGERS BELL CHOIR
The Bell Choir has resumed rehearsals every Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, contact Darlene Cluff at decluff@gmail.com.

THE CHANCEL CHOIR

mailto:decluff%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:decluff%40gmail.com?subject=
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The Orange Ribbon tied around the candle 
in the stained glass window at the altar, re-
minds us to pray each week for indigenous 
people throughout the world.

The Blessing Box has a wonderful group 
of volunteers who are passionately filling 
the box. Everyone is encouraged to bring 
items for the box each Sunday and leave 
them in the food box underneath the coat 
rack in the narthex. Plastic bags have been 
prepared and are in the narthex under the 
table facing the front door. We are grate-
ful to: Effie Rogers, Carolyn McGuinness, 
Marguerite Taylor, Jim & Joanna Pressley, 
Carmen Carey, and James Barber. Your 
kindness, time, energy, commitment, and 
ministry are invaluable.

The
 Blessing
Box

WINDOW #25:
Young Jesus & Elders in the Temple
The lamp of knowledge

Luke 2:42, 46-47
“And when he was twelve years old, they went 

up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 
And it came to pass, that after three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of 
the doctors, both hearing them and asking them 
questions. And all that heard him were aston-
ished at his understanding and answers.”
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